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The Causes of India’s Development and the Nature of Its
Economic, Political, and Cultural Relations with Iran and Middle
Eastern Countries

Abstract

This article aims to explain the main factors behind India’s development and to examine the
impact of this process on the country’s economic, political, and cultural relations with Iran
and Middle Eastern countries. As one of Asia’s most important emerging powers, India,
despite challenges such as historical poverty, a large population, ethnic and religious
diversity, and the legacy of colonialism, has managed to enhance its position in the global
economy and politics.This study has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical method
and relies on library-based sources. The theoretical framework of the article is based on two
approaches: the developmental state and pragmatic realism in foreign policy. Accordingly,
India’s domestic development is examined from the perspective of the role of the state,
bureaucracy, political elites, and economic reforms, while its foreign policy toward Iran and
the Middle East is analyzed on the basis of national interests, energy security, trade, and
balance of power.The findings of the study indicate that India’s development has resulted
from the interaction of several key factors: a merit-based and relatively non-political
bureaucracy, political leadership and the role of elites after independence, economic reforms
and liberalization after the Y34+s, human capital, a young population, education, and
geopolitical and geostrategic position. These factors enabled India to move from a closed and
state-centered economic model toward a more open, competitive, and service-oriented
economy. Moreover, India’s economic development and increasing strategic needs have
turned the Middle East and Iran into important areas in New Delhi’s foreign policy.The article
concludes that India’s development is not merely the product of economic reforms or the
legacy of colonialism; rather, it is the result of the linkage among the state, administrative
institutions, political leadership, human capital, and a pragmatic foreign policy. India’s
relations with Iran and the Middle East can also be explained in light of the country’s
developmental needs, particularly in the areas of energy, trade, transit, regional security, and
cultural cooperation.

Keywords: India’s development; developmental state; merit-based bureaucracy; India’s
foreign policy; Iran and the Middle East
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